
 

DATE:  May 2, 2022 
 
MEMO TO:  Terry Wilke, Chair 
  Planning Committee 
 
FROM:  Randall L. Seebach 
  Director of Planning and Land Preservation 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   Recommend approval of a Resolution approving a Plat of Easement 
from Vernon Township for a permanent trail easement for the Des Plaines River Trail at Half Day 
Forest Preserve. 
 
STRATEGIC DIRECTION SUPPORTED:   Public Access and Connections 
 
FINANCIAL DATA:   Vernon Township (the “Township”) would grant the easement without 
cost to the District, via a Plat of Easement.  Though the District will pay the cost of the Plat of 
Easement, there is no other financial impact to the District. 
 
BACKGROUND:   In June 2020, the Illinois Department of Transportation conveyed a 5.6-acre 
parcel adjacent to Half Day Forest Preserve to the District in exchange for right-of-way easements 
on Grand Avenue at Duck Farm Forest Preserve.  The Excess Right-of-Way Plat provided by 
IDOT in conjunction with that transaction showed what appeared to be an encroachment of the 
District’s Des Plaines River Trail onto the Vernon Township Cemetery, owned by the Township. 
 
In August 2021, the Planning Committee authorized staff to contact the Township to determine its 
willingness to grant an easement to the District to resolve the trail encroachment.  Staff contacted 
the Township and the Township staff has recommended that the Township grant such an easement 
to the District, without cost. 
 
Because the easement is for an existing trail segment and will require no construction or special 
terms, a Plat of Easement has been prepared, and no separate easement agreement will be required. 
 
REVIEW BY OTHERS:   Executive Director, Chief Operations Officer, Director of Finance, 
Corporate Counsel.



STATE OF ILLINOIS ) 
  ) SS 
COUNTY OF LAKE  ) 
 
 
 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
LAKE COUNTY FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT 

REGULAR MAY MEETING 
MAY 10, 2022  

 
 
MISTER PRESIDENT AND MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS: 
 
Your PLANNING COMMITTEE presents herewith “A Resolution Approving a Plat of 
Easement from Vernon Township for a Trail Easement (Des Plaines River Trail at Half Day Forest 
Preserve),” and requests its approval. 
 
 
PLANNING COMMITTEE: 
 
 
Date:                             Roll Call Vote:  Ayes:____ Nays:____  

         Voice Vote Majority Ayes; Nays:____ 

 
 
 



 
LAKE COUNTY FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT 

LAKE COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING A PLAT OF EASEMENT  
FROM VERNON TOWNSHIP FOR A TRAIL EASEMENT  

(DES PLAINES RIVER TRAIL AT HALF DAY FOREST PRESERVE) 
 
 

WHEREAS, the Lake County Forest Preserve District (the “District”) owns property commonly 
known as Half Day Forest Preserve (the “Property”); and 
 
WHEREAS, the District’s Des Plaines River Trail (the “Trail”) traverses the Property through 
both fee-simple and easement rights; and 
 
WHEREAS, a portion of the Trail was constructed so that it inadvertently encroaches onto a 
portion of the Vernon Township Cemetery (the “Township Property”), owned by Vernon 
Township (the “Township”); and 
 
WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the District to approve a plat of easement in substantially 
the form attached hereto (the “Plat of Easement”) by which the Township grants an easement to 
the District allowing the District to construct, operate, use, maintain, and replace the Trail on that 
portion of the Township Property described on the Plat of Easement as the “Easement Premises” 
(the “Easement”); and 
 
WHEREAS, Section 6 of the Downstate Forest Preserve District Act, 70 ILCS 805/6, authorizes 
the District to acquire easements in land for its statutory purposes;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of the Lake County 
Forest Preserve District, Lake County, Illinois THAT: 
 
Section 1:   Recitals.   The recitals set forth above are incorporated as a part of this Resolution by 
this reference. 
 
Section 2:   Approval of Plat of Easement; Acceptance of Easement.   The Plat of Easement is 
hereby approved in substantially the form attached hereto.  The District hereby accepts the 
Easement granted by the Plat of Easement.  The President, Secretary, and Executive Director of 
the District are hereby authorized and directed to execute and attest to, on behalf of the District, 
the Plat of Easement in substantially the form attached hereto and any other document necessary 
or desirable to accept the Easement so long as such document has first been approved by the 
District’s Corporate Counsel.  
 
  



 

 

Section 3:   Effective Date.   This Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its 
passage and approval in the manner provided by law. 
 

 
PASSED this   day of  , 2022 

AYES: 

NAYS: 

APPROVED this   day of       , 2022 

 
 

   
 Angelo D. Kyle, President 
 Lake County Forest Preserve District 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
  
Julie Gragnani, Secretary 
Lake County Forest Preserve District 
 
Exhibit No.    
  




