LAKE COUNTY FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT

HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR
The Heavy Equipment Operator performs earthwork to prepare sites for development and/or restoration; constructs, repairs, and maintains water lines, drainage systems, roads and trails, and is responsible for completing various assignments involving excavation, landscape construction, and water and septic services.  This individual reports to the Heavy Equipment Operator Crew Chief and may supervise other staff and may assume position of project lead person or duties of Crew Chief in his absence.

ESSENTIAL FUNCTIONS

1.
Uses engineering documents or instructions to prepare grounds for development and/or restoration, installs and repairs water lines and drainage systems; constructs and repairs roads and trails.

2.
Uses drawings and sketches to construct and repair waterways, retention ponds, culverts and drain tiles; sets septic tanks and installs septic fields.

3.
Performs demolition, restoration, and preventive maintenance on facilities, structures, and grounds.

4.
Operates dump trucks, crawlers, bulldozers, road graders, payloaders, backhoe, vibratory compactor and other heavy equipment or related machinery.

5.
Operates power and manual tools in the repair and installation work including saws, grinders, drills, transit and chainsaws.

6.
Drives a motorized vehicle to travel to different locations.

7.
Performs tasks that will require walking, bending, stooping, standing, kneeling, climbing, reaching and sitting. 

8.
Performs heavy lifting tasks up to 75 pounds.

MARGINAL FUNCTIONS

1.
Assists other divisions with projects.

2.
Performs minor carpentry and plumbing and assists tradesmen and skilled labor with various construction and repair projects.

3.
May perform snow removal duties.

QUALIFICATIONS

1.
High school diploma; some technical school training in heavy equipment operation preferred.

2.
Five years experience in the operation of crawlers, bulldozers, excavators, road grinders, and other heavy equipment or related machinery.  Some supervisory experience preferred.

3.
Working knowledge of methods, practices, tools, and materials used in the construction and installation of water, sewer, and drainage systems; excavation and construction of roads and trails; ability to maintain assigned heavy equipment and tools.
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4.
Ability to work from engineering documents, sketches, blueprints, and written and oral instructions; ability to use simple survey equipment.

5.
Knowledge of hazards and safety precautions pertaining to heavy equipment operation, excavation, and related construction trades, building demolition.

6.
Ability to work with elevations and transit for site layout, grading, and utility work.

7.
Must possess a valid "CDL" class ”A” driver's license with airbrake endorsement.

PSYCHOLOGICAL CONSIDERATIONS

1.
Must have the ability to work around general population in public areas.

PHYSIOLOGICAL CONSIDERATIONS

1. Ability to perform heavy lifting up to 75 pounds.

2. Ability to climb, stoop, bend, reach, walk, sit or stand for long periods of time.

3.  
Ability to drive a motorized vehicle.

COGNITIVE CONSIDERATIONS

1. Interpersonal skills to establish and maintain effective working relationships with superiors, the public, and employees encountered while performing duties.

2. Ability to follow written and oral instructions.

ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS

1. Regular exposure to inclement weather, extreme heat, cold, or rain.

2. Hazardous working conditions on construction and demolition sites.

3.
Protective equipment must be worn when applicable.

The above is intended to describe the general content of and requirements for the performance of this job.  It is not to be construed as an exhaustive statement of duties, responsibilities or requirements.
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