
 

 

DATE: November 5, 2018 

 

MEMO TO: Craig Taylor, Chair 

Operations Committee 

FROM: James L. Anderson 

 Director of Natural Resources  

RECOMMENDATION:  Ratify a Farm License Agreement at Black Crown Forest Preserve 

with Gerald Henningfeld. 

STRATEGIC DIRECTIONS SUPPORTED:  Conservation; Organizational Sustainability 

FINANCIAL DATA:  Ratifying the license will generate $17,833.54; revenue will be credited 

to the Farmland Management Fund (28642500-403000).    

BACKGROUND:  The farming program is conducted with local farmers to provide cost-

effective, interim land use management until the District is ready to convert farmland to other 

forest preserve purposes.  Mr. Henningfeld held a Farm License Agreement at Black Crown 

Forest Preserve, but did not comply fully with the terms of his agreement.  Specifically, Mr. 

Henningfeld farmed a field owned by the District and licensed to another farmer, outside of the 

field that was licensed to him.  Due to this non-compliance, Mr. Henningfeld’s Agreement was 

terminated on May 9, 2018.   Subsequently, Mr. Henningfeld told District staff that, prior to the 

time he received a default notice, he had already planted both fields (approximately 72 acres) of 

land at Black Crown Forest Preserve with a soybean crop.  Pursuant to Committee direction, 

staff and Corporate Counsel negotiated a license agreement with Mr. Henningfeld allowing him 

to harvest the crops from both fields, subject to his payment of an above-market license fee that 

takes into account his wrongful planting in the other field and property taxes to be assessed 

against the fields and partially reimburses the District for its staff and legal expenses.  The Farm 

License Agreement will expire on December 31, 2018.   

REVIEW BY OTHERS:  Chief Operations Officer, Director of Finance, Corporate Counsel. 

 

 

APPROVAL:   

Motion to ratify the attached license agreement with Gerald Henningfeld for a short-term 

farming license at Black Crown Forest Preserve. 

 

Date:      Roll Call Vote:  Ayes:    Nays:   

   Voice Vote Majority Ayes;   Nays:     



















 

 

EXHIBIT A 
 

Licensed Property – Aerial Photo of Licensed Property 
 




