
 

 

 

 

 

DATE: November 5, 2018 

 

MEMO TO: Carol Calabresa, Chair 

 Planning Committee 

 

FROM: Randall L. Seebach 

 Director of Planning and Land Preservation  

 

 

RECOMMENDATION:   Recommend approval of a Resolution approving an Easement Agreement 

with Commonwealth Edison for a permanent utility easement for existing electrical poles along Grand 

Avenue at Grant Woods  Forest Preserve. 

STRATEGIC DIRECTIONS SUPPORTED:  Organizational Sustainability 

FINANCIAL DATA:  Commonwealth Edison (ComEd) will pay the District an easement fee in the 

amount of $11,873.80.  

 

BACKGROUND:   In September 2018, the District was approached with a request for replacement of 

existing electric poles serving residents near Grand Avenue and IL Route 59 in unincorporated Lake 

County on the north side of Grand Avenue at Grant Woods Forest Preserve. Through this process it 

was discovered that no documentation could be found regarding rights for the existing utility poles 

along the north side of Grand Avenue on District property. Typically, before presenting an easement 

agreement to the Planning Committee for its review and recommendation, staff would seek from the 

Committee a Policy Direction  whether to negotiate the easement agreement.  However, because these 

electric poles already exist, for the sake of efficiency staff is recommending approval of an agreement 

granting a permanent easement to ComEd to operate and maintain the poles, any related overhead and 

underground wires, and any necessary equipment within an easement corridor at Grant Woods Forest 

Preserve. The easement would “clean up” the missing documentation, by allowing the existing poles 

to continue in operation. The District has worked with ComEd in the past to establish Easement 

Agreements on District property where none can be found. Staff has developed a protocal and 

standardized Agreement which has been reviewed and approved by Committee and Board in the past. 
 

REVIEWED BY OTHERS:  Executive Director, Chief Operations Officer, Director of Operations 

and Infrastructure, Director of Finance, Corporate Counsel. 

  



 

 

 

 

STATE OF ILLINOIS ) 

  ) SS 

COUNTY OF LAKE ) 

 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

LAKE COUNTY FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT 

REGULAR NOVEMBER MEETING 

NOVEMBER 13, 2018 

 

MADAM PRESIDENT AND MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS: 

 

Your PLANNING COMMITTEE presents herewith “a Resolution approving an Easement 

Agreement with Commonwealth Edison for a Permanent Utility Easement at Grant Woods Forest 

Preserve,” and requests its approval. 
 
 

PLANNING COMMITTEE: 

 
Date:                              Roll Call Vote:  Ayes:____ Nays:____  

     Voice Vote Majority Ayes; Nays:____ 

 



 

 

 

LAKE COUNTY FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT 

LAKE COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING AN EASEMENT AGREEMENT WITH 

COMMONWEALTH EDISON FOR A PERMANENT UTILITY EASEMENT 

AT GRANT WOODS FOREST PRESERVE  

 

 

WHEREAS, the Lake County Forest Preserve District (the “District”) owns property that is along 

Grand Avenue between Fairfield Road and IL Route 59 in Lake County, Illinois known as Grant 

Woods Forest Preserve (the “Property”); and 

 

WHEREAS, Commonwealth Edison (“ComEd”) operates existing electrical poles within the 

Property that serve residents in Lake Villa Township; and 

 

WHEREAS, ComEd desires that the District grant a permanent easement on 0.34 acres of the 

Property to allow ComEd to operate, maintain, and replace electrical poles, lines and associated 

equipment on the Property, pursuant to an easement agreement in substantially the form attached 

hereto (the “Agreement”); and 

 

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the District to approve the Agreement in substantially the 

form attached hereto; and 

 

WHEREAS, Section 6 of the Downstate Forest Preserve District Act, 70 ILCS 805/6, authorizes 

the District to grant easements under or across District property for the construction, operation, and 

maintenance of public services; and 

 

WHEREAS, the District has adopted an Ordinance Regarding Licenses and Easements for Public 

Services (the “Ordinance”) which sets forth the general requirements for granting easements; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of the Lake County 

Forest Preserve District, Lake County, Illinois THAT: 

 

Section 1.   Recitals.  The recitals set forth above are incorporated as part of this Resolution by this 

reference. 

 

Section 2. Approval of Easement Agreement. The Agreement is hereby approved in substantially 

the form attached hereto. The President, Secretary and Executive Director of the District are 

hereby authorized and directed to execute and attest to, on behalf of the District, the Agreement in 

substantially the form attached hereto.  In the event that any provision of the Agreement conflicts 

with the Ordinance, the conflicting provision of the Ordinance is hereby waived. 

 

  



 

 

 

Section 3.  Effective Date.  This Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage 

and approval in the manner provided by law. 

 
 

PASSED this       day of _________________, 2018 

AYES: 

NAYS: 

APPROVED this       day of __________________ , 2018 

 

 

 

  _____________________________ 

  Ann B. Maine, President 

  Lake County Forest Preserve District 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

____________________________ 

Julie Gragnani, Secretary 

Lake County Forest Preserve District 

 

Exhibit No. _____________ 
  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  


