
 
 
 
 
 
DATE: August 2, 2018 
 
MEMO TO: Carol Calabresa, Chair 

Planning Committee 

S. Michael Rummel, Chair 
Finance Committee 

FROM: James L. Anderson 
  Director of Natural Resources 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  Recommend approval of a Resolution approving an Agreement for 
participation and membership in the North Branch Chicago River Watershed Workgroup 
(NBCRWW). 
 
STRATEGIC DIRECTIONS SUPPORTED:   Conservation; Leadership 

FINANCIAL DATA:   The District’s participation in the North Branch Chicago River 
Watershed Workgroup will require dues, currently estimated at $942.00 annually.  Funding for 
the NBCRWW was approved as part of the adopted FY 18-19 budget within the Land 
Development Levy (2764400-702300). 
 
BACKGROUND:   Lakes and streams within the North Branch of the Chicago River watershed 
have been identified by the Illinois EPA as impaired for phosphorus, chloride, metals, 
organics/pesticides and other pollutants.  Most of these waterbodies also do not meet standards 
for Illinois EPA’s designated uses of aquatic life, primary contact and recreation.   
 
The NBCRWW is a voluntary, dues-paying organization with a mission to bring together a 
diverse coalition of stakeholders to preserve and enhance water quality in the North Branch 
Chicago River and its tributaries.  Membership in the NBCRWW will include units of local 
government and others that will collectively work to provide for the collection of data that would 
assist in identifying issues that impact local and regional water quality within the Watershed.  
The NBCRWW would consolidate the limited resources of the members and limit duplication of 
work. 
 
In order to be a member of the NBCRWW, the District must enter into the attached agreement 
with other members of the NBCRWW.  The attached resolution approves the agreement, subject 
to the rider attached to the agreement. 
 
REVIEW BY OTHERS:  Executive Director, Chief Operations Officer, Director of Finance, 
Corporate Counsel. 
 





 

LAKE COUNTY FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT 
LAKE COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

 
A RESOLUTION APPROVING AN AGREEMENT FOR PARTICIPATION  

AND MEMBERSHIP IN THE NORTH BRANCH CHICAGO RIVER  
WATERSHED WORKGROUP 

 
 

WHEREAS, the Lake County Forest Preserve District (the “District”) owns properties that are 
located within the North Branch Chicago River watershed; and 

WHEREAS, the District has issues of common interest with certain units of local government 
(including the North Shore Water Reclamation District, various municipalities, the County of 
Lake, and Lake County Stormwater Management Commission), not-for-profit corporations, and 
other private parties that own property within, or have jurisdiction within portions of, the North 
Branch Chicago River watershed (the “Members”); and 

WHEREAS, the Members have formed a workgroup known as the North Branch Chicago River 
Watershed Workgroup (the "NBCRWW"), a voluntary, dues-paying association with the mission 
to bring a diverse coalition of stakeholders together to work toward improving water quality in the 
North Branch Chicago River watershed and its tributaries in a cost-effective manner to meet 
Environmental Protection Agency requirements ; and 

WHEREAS, the NBCRWW will monitor the North Branch Chicago River and its tributaries, and 
collect dues that will be used to implement and conduct a comprehensive, watershed-wide 
monitoring program and modeling, which will be the basis for implementing water quality 
improvements, and to cover technical and administrative support; and 

WHEREAS, it is in the best interests of the District and consistent with the District's mission to 
enter into an agreement for membership with the North Branch Chicago River Watershed 
Workgroup in substantially the form attached hereto (the "Agreement"), all subject to the rider 
attached to this Resolution (the “Rider”); 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of the Lake County 
Forest Preserve District, Lake County, Illinois THAT: 

Section 1.   Recitals.   The recitals set forth above are incorporated as a part of this Resolution by 
this reference. 

Section 2.   Approval of the Agreement and Rider.  The Agreement and Rider are hereby approved 
in substantially the forms attached hereto. 

Section 3.   Authorization.   The President and Secretary of the District are hereby authorized and 
directed to execute and attest to the Agreement and the Rider. 

  

 



 

Section 4.   Effective Date.   This Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its 
passage and approval in the manner provided by law. 

 
 

PASSED this   day of  , 2018 

AYES: 

NAYS: 

APPROVED this   day of  , 2018 
 

 
 

   
 Ann B. Maine, President 
 Lake County Forest Preserve District 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 
  
Julie Gragnani, Secretary 
Lake County Forest Preserve District 
 
Exhibit No._________ 

 























RIDER TO NORTH BRANCH CHICAGO RIVER WATERSHED 
WORK GROUP AGREEMENT 

This is a rider ("Rider”) to the North Branch Chicago River Watershed Work Group 
(NBCRWW) Agreement (''Agreement”) between the Lake County Forest Preserve District ("District”), 
a body politic and corporate organized and existing under the Illinois Downstate Forest Preserve 
District Act, 70 ILCS 805/0.001 et seq., and the other Parties to the Agreement ("Parties " ).  In the 
event of a conflict between the terms of the Agreement and the terms of this Rider, the terms of this Rider 
control. 

Section 1.  Definitions .  Unless otherwise defined in this Rider; all initial-capitalized terms used 
in this Rider have the same definitions as in the Agreement. 

Section 2.  Effect of Agreement.  The approval of the Agreement by the Board of 
Commissioners of the District is subject to, and contingent upon, the validity of each and every one of 
the conditions set forth in Section 3 of this Rider (the "Conditions").  In the event that any of the 
Conditions is or is found to be incorrect or invalid by any governmental or judicial authority with 
jurisdiction over the Agreement, then the District President , if he or she determines that it is in the 
District's best interest to do so, may either terminate or continue the District’s participation in the 
Agreement and the NBCRWW. 

 Section 3.   Conditions. 

A. The District: (i) acknowledges that each Pa r ty  that is (a) a public body under the 
Freedom of Information Act, 5 ILCS 140/ 1 et seq. ("FOIA"), must make available public records that 
relate to the NBCRWW in accordance with FOIA, and (b) a public body under the Local Records 
Act, 50 ILCS 205/ 1 et seq., must preserve, make available, and dispose of public records that relate to 
the NBCRWW in accordance with the Local Records Act; and (ii) encourages the Working Group 
Members to invite members of the public and media to the meetings of the NBCRWW, when 
appropriate.  However, notwithstanding any other provision of the Agreement or the NBCRWW 
bylaws, the NBCRWW is not a "public body" under FOIA, the Local Records Act, or the Illinois 
Open Meetings Act, 5 ILCS 120/1 et seq. Rather, NBCRWW is an informal group formed by the 
Parties for the purpose of accomplishing their goals and objectives, as stated in the Agreement, 
including Section 2, and for the sharing of costs (via the collection of dues) for such work, all pursuant 
to the Illinois Intergovernmental Cooperation Act, 5 ILCS 220/ 1 et seq. 

B. When acting pursuant to the Agreement, an individual member of the Executive Board 
or an employee, officer, or representative of a Party will be acting in his or her official capacity on 
behalf of the P a r t y  of which he or she is an employee, officer, or representative, and will not be 
acting as an agent for any other Par ty.   When acting, the Administrative Agent will be acting on its 
own behalf, and not as an agent for any Party.   

[SIGNATURE PAGE FOLLOWS] 
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The undersigned executes this Rider as of the date below. 

 

LAKE COUNTY FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT 

By:   

Date:   

Name: Ann B. Maine 

Title: President 

ATTEST: 

By:   

Date:   

Name: Julie Gragnani 

Title: Board Secretary 

4819-3246-4238.v1 


