
  
 

 

DATE:  July 31, 2017 

 

TO:  Craig Taylor, Chair 

  Operations Committee 

 

  S. Michael Rummel, Chair 

  Finance Committee 

 

FROM: Mike Tully 

  Chief Operations Officer 

 

RECOMMENDATION: Recommend approval of an Ordinance approving a five (5) year License Agreement with 

Brushwood Center at Ryerson Woods (“Brushwood”) for the occupation and use of the Brushwood Home and grounds 

(“the Building”) at Edward L. Ryerson Conservation Area. 
 

STRATEGIC DIRECTION SUPPORTED: Organizational Sustainability 
 

FINANCIAL DATA:  The District will receive an initial license fee of $1,900 per month.  This fee will increase by 

2.5% annually. 
 

BACKGROUND: In 2007, the District entered into a 20-year license agreement with the Friends of Ryerson Woods, 

now known as Brushwood Center at Ryerson Woods (“Brushwood”), for the use of the building at Edward L. Ryerson 

Conservation Area (the “Building”).  It was Brushwood’s intent that the license fee payable under the 2007 agreement 

would be offset by certain credits provided for under that agreement – specifically, credits for (i) funds spent by 

Brushwood on completing major improvements to the Building according to plans approved by the District Board of 

Commissioners and (ii) funds granted to the District for environmental education programming.  Although planning 

began on the renovations, and some funds were granted to support District education programs, Brushwood has not 

made substantial capital improvements to the Building.   
 

The new agreement that would be approved by the attached ordinance replaces the existing agreement and simplifies the 

terms.  It allows Brushwood to continue to occupy and use the Building to provide public programming focused on 

nature and environmental education.  It sets a reasonable monthly license fee, without any credits for services, 

improvements, or programming.  Staff has learned with the existing agreement that such credits can be difficult to 

monitor and verify (and, in fact, under the current 2007 agreement, there have been disagreements between Brushwood 

and the District as to which expenditures by Brushwood qualify, or do not qualify, for credits).  It also clearly states that 

Brushwood will be responsible for the routine annual maintenance of the Building, while the District will continue to 

maintain the structure and major systems.  While improvements to the Building are allowed under this new agreement, 

Brushwood will have no obligation to undertake any such project. 

 

Broadly, the major terms of this new agreement also include the following: 

 The new agreement terminates the old agreement, along with any and all obligations and fees due from the 

previous agreement. 

 The term of the agreement is 5 years, with 5 possible renewals (at Brushwood’s option) of 5 years each. 

 Brushwood is responsible for 100% of utilities as well as routine maintenance and repairs. 

 District is responsible for the major building structure and infrastructure. 

 Renovations and improvements to the Building by Brushwood, at their sole cost, are allowed with prior District 

review and approval. 

 District may terminate the agreement if major repair to the building is too costly and Brushwood does not elect 

to, and raise the funds to, make such repair itself. 

 

REVIEW BY OTHERS:  Executive Director, Director of Facilities, Director of Finance, Corporate Counsel. 



 STATE OF ILLINOIS )  

                                                    ) SS 

  COUNTY OF LAKE    ) 

 

 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

LAKE COUNTY FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT 

REGULAR AUGUST MEETING 

AUGUST 8, 2017 

 

 

 MADAM PRESIDENT AND MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS: 

 

 You OPERATIONS and FINANCE COMMITTEES present herewith “an Ordinance approving a Building Use and 

 Management License Agreement with Brushwood Center at Ryerson Woods” and requests its approval. 

 

 

 OPERATIONS COMMITTEE: 

 

 Date:                             Roll Call Vote:  Ayes:____ Nays:____  

      Voice Vote Majority Ayes; Nays:____ 

 

 FINANCE COMMITTEE: 

 

 Date:                             Roll Call Vote:  Ayes:____ Nays:____  

      Voice Vote Majority Ayes; Nays:____ 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
LAKE COUNTY FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT 

LAKE COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
 

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING A BUILDING USE AND MANAGEMENT LICENSE 

 AGREEMENT WITH BRUSHWOOD CENTER AT RYERSON WOODS  

 
 WHEREAS, the Lake County Forest Preserve District (the “District”) previously entered into a license agreement with 

 Brushwood Center at Ryerson Woods f/k/a Friends of Ryerson Woods (the “Licensee”) dated March 13, 2007  

 (the “Existing Agreement”) for the use and management of the Brushwood building at Ryerson Woods Conservation 

  area; and 
  
 WHEREAS, the District and Licensee desire to terminate the existing Agreement and enter into a new Building Use and 

 Management License Agreement in substantially the form attached hereto (the “License Agreement”); and 
 

 WHEREAS, the License Agreement terminates the Existing Agreement, along with any and all obligations and fees due 

 from the Existing Agreement; and 
 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 7b of the Downstate Forest Preserve District Act, 70 ILCS 805/7b, the District is authorized 

 to issue licenses for any activity reasonably connected with the purposes for which the District was created; and   
 

 WHEREAS, the Licensee’s mission, which is to promote “the importance of nature for nurturing personal and community  

 well-being, cultivating creativity and inspiring learning” and to “honor the legacy of those who came before us on this land 

 and champion a region where people will care about and for nature”, is reasonably connected with the purposes for which the 

 District was created; and 
 

 WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the District to approve and enter into the License Agreement in substantially the 

 form attached hereto; 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Commissioners of the Lake County Forest Preserve District, 

 Lake County, Illinois THAT: 
 

 Section 1.   Recitals.  The recitals set forth above are incorporated as part of this Ordinance by this Reference. 
 

 Section 2.  Approval of License Agreement.  The License Agreement is hereby approved in substantially the form attached 

 hereto. The President and Secretary of the District are hereby authorized and directed to execute and attest to, on behalf of the 

 District, the License Agreement in substantially the form attached hereto.   
 

 Section 3.  Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and  

 approval in the manner provided by law. 
 

PASSED this  __________ day of _____________, 2017 
 

AYES: 
 

NAYS: 
 

APPROVED this __________ day of _______________, 2017      

               

        _______________________________ 

        Ann B. Maine, President 

        Lake County Forest Preserve District 

ATTEST: 

 

____________________________ 

Julie A. Gragnani, Secretary 

Lake County Forest Preserve District 

 

Exhibit No. _____________ 


































