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Annual Report



Core support for the 
Lake County Forest 
Preserves comes from 
annual tax revenue paid 
by Lake County residents. 
Responsible stewardship 
of tax payer dollars 
greatly benefits the 64 
preserves we all enjoy. 



To enhance support, the 
Preservation Foundation 

was established to 
provide corporations, 

foundations and 
individuals a way to 

directly impact specific 
LCFPD projects and 

programs that they are 
passionate about.  





Endowing
Our Future
We envision in 100 years, 
Lake County will be a 
healthy and resilient 
landscape with restored 
and preserved natural 
lands, waters and  
cultural assets. 

To make this vision  
a reality, we must ensure 
that once our woodlands, 
prairies and wetlands are 
restored to ecological 
health, there are 
resources in place for 
ongoing care. 
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Once land has been restored,  
the Forest Preserves spends  
about $75 per acre annually to 
guarantee the habitat remains 
healthy. At a midsize preserve, 
such as the 686-acre Middlefork 
Savanna in Lake Forest, more 
than $50,000 a year will be spent 
on land management, including 
removing invasive species and 
supplementing restoration areas 
with climate-adapted native  
seed, plants, trees and shrubs. 



To provide funding to keep  
our restored lands healthy,  
we launched a community 
campaign to inspire gifts at 
every level from individuals, 
companies, and foundations  
to fund a permanent 
endowment. Our goal is $20 
million by the end of 2025. 

We are well on our way.  
In 2022, donors contributed 
more than $3.5 million. When  
we reach our goal, the 
endowment will generate 
investment returns, year after 
year, and the Foundation will 
direct an estimated $800,000 

35% 

OF 31,100 ACRES OF 
FOREST PRESERVES LAND 

HAS BEEN RESTORED.



annually to the Forest Preserves. 
This dependable source of 
funding will help ensure that 
Lake County’s natural ecosystems 
remain healthy and resilient for 
generations to come.



Thank you for making 2022 a fantastic year for  
the Preservation Foundation of the Lake County  
Forest Preserves and ensuring our 15th anniversary 
was truly something to celebrate. 

In many ways, last year marked the start of a new 
season of growth for the Foundation. With a  
new executive director starting in June, our Board 
of Directors continuing to grow, and more than 
200 donors supporting our $20 million endowment 
campaign, 2022 was an opportunity to leverage our 
existing world-class public/private partnership and 
help the Forest Preserves do more. But our work is  
just the soil; you are the one planting seeds and 
nurturing a growing landscape. 

Whether you gave to the endowment, the Annual 
Fund, or to support a project or program in the 
preserves, you helped ensure that 100 years from 
now, Lake County will be a healthy and resilient 
landscape with restored and preserved natural lands, 
waters and cultural assets. Every gift helps extend  
and accelerate the work of the Forest Preserves  
and create a vibrant community now and for  
future generations.

TO OUR FOUNDATION COMMUNIT Y



In 2022, our community demonstrated incredible 
support for the Forest Preserves:

–	 1,007 individuals, corporations, and foundations 
made gifts to the Preservation Foundation, and  
374 were first-time donors.

–	 Donors supported 26 different programs, such as 
the Bess Bower Dunn Museum, Nature and History 
Education Programs, Care of Trails and Preserves, 
Habitat Restoration and the Blanding’s Turtle  
Recovery Program. 

–	 520 supporters gave to the Annual Fund,  
providing a flexible funding source the Forest 
Preserves can leverage to pilot new initiatives or 
expand existing projects.

Again, thank you for supporting the Preservation 
Foundation and for your impact on the Forest Preserves!

In partnership,

Erika K. Stergos
Preservation Foundation 
Executive Director
estergos@LCFPD.org

Nels Leutwiler
Preservation Foundation 
President
pfpresident@LCFPD.org



USG 
Free 

Nights

Thanks to the generous 
support of USG, visitors can 
enjoy free admission and 
special programs at the  
Bess Bower Dunn Museum  
in Libertyville.
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USG is firmly committed to 
sustainability and supporting 
the communities where its 
employees live and work. For 
the sixth consecutive year, the 
Libertyville-based company‘s 
support allowed visitors free 
access to the Museum on the 
first and third Thursday of 
every month. 

Their goal in supporting us  
is to increase access to the 
Museum and quality learning 
opportunities during extended 
hours on Thursday evenings. 



In a survey of Thursday evening 
visitors, 64% of respondents said 
that free admission prompted 
their visit. Specific program/
event (53%) and evening hours 
(35%) were the second and third 
reasons given.  

1,147 
PEOPLE ATTENDED A 

USG PROGRAM OR FREE 
ADMISSION NIGHT  

IN 2022.
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In 2022, Museum attendance 
reached nearly 16,000 with 
visitors from all zip codes in the 
county, 24 states and Puerto 
Rico. We are grateful to USG for 
their partnership and appreciate 
their help expanding the  
Dunn Museum’s reach.



What are the 
consequences of  

extinction?  
Species loss can 

prompt cascading 
effects through  
the food web—  

a “trophic cascade” 
—impacting other 

species and the 
ecosystem itself.



Testing 
Blanding’s
Turtles

Ecologists from the  
Lake County Forest 
Preserves worked with 
expert wildlife 
veterinarians to monitor 
Blanding’s turtles and 
develop protocols to  
keep them safe from a 
new fungus detected in 
Lake County that may 
lead to a fatal disease. 
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Over the past 14 years,  
Manager of Conservation 
Ecology Gary Glowacki and his 
team have established the 
largest Blanding’s turtle 
population in the state. Donor 
support allowed the team to 
conduct health assessments 
on the population—

something that is rarely done 
in these types of programs. 
During this assessment, some 
animals tested positive for 
Emydomyces testavorans, a 
fungus known to be highly 
associated with shell disease 
in other turtle species. 



Where  
do they live?

BLANDING’S TURTLES ARE 
CONSIDERED SEMI-AQUATIC, 

DEPENDENT UPON BOTH WETLAND 
AND OPEN CANOPY UPLAND 

HABITAT FOR SURVIVAL. FEMALES 
WILL TRAVEL GREAT DISTANCES  

TO LAY EGGS IN DRY, WELL-
DRAINED SOILS.

It was thanks to the on-going, 
generous support of donors  
to the turtle program that the 
potential problem was discov-
ered. In 2022, 94 individuals 
gave more than $21,000 to  
hire seasonal field technicians  
and purchase equipment to  
support our Blanding’s Turtle 
Recovery Program. 

Gifts from $5 to $5,000 helped 
track turtles to determine the 
extent of their range and 
monitor their locations, under-
stand threats to the population, 
and improve our efforts to  
keep adult turtles healthy in  
the wild. 

The funds also provided  
support for additional testing 
and treatment of turtles both in 
captivity and in the wild.



 “It is a positive thing that we 
found this fungus early and can 
work to prevent the spread of 
this contagious disease,” 
Glowacki said. “We are in a very 
good place, thanks in part to 
donor support.”



Donations to the Annual Fund 
provide immediate, flexible support 
for the Forest Preserves. An Annual 

Fund grant may be used to pilot a new 
initiative, accelerate research efforts 

or expand an existing program to 
reach more people.





Motus Station
A groundbreaking effort to  

study animal migration and 
provide real-time migratory data 
across the globe is underway at 

Ryerson Conservation Area  
in Riverwoods. The Motus Wildlife 
Tracking System uses automated 
radio telemetry—attaching tiny 

digitally encoded tags— 
to track birds, bats and  

large insects. 



Interest Survey
A 2022 countywide survey  

showed residents value their  
forest preserves as clean and safe 
places to relax and enjoy nature.  

“It’s gratifying to learn that 89% of 
visitors report being somewhat  

or completely satisfied with  
their experience in the forest  
preserves,” Executive Director  

Ty Kovach said of  
the survey.



2022 Funds Raised

Total Funds Raised  $5,334,822

(4%)

Annual Fund 
$213,343

(33%) 

Projects and Programs
$1,737,540*

(63%) 

Endowment
$3,383,939

Blanding’s Turtle  
Recovery  $21,070

Bess Bower Dunn  
Museum  $22,156

Care of Trails and  
Preserves  $27,544

Nature and History  
Education  $40,260

Wildlife Conservation   
$77,030

Habitat Restoration   
$686,613

Education Center  
at Ryerson Woods   
$862,866

 *Projects 
and Programs
Breakdown
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AbbVie Foundation Employee 
Engagement Fund

ACT Foundation USA

Adlai E. Stevenson Center on 
Democracy

AmazonSmile Foundation

Amcor Flexibles North America

Mr. David Arendsen

Dr. Tara Atta

Janice and Gary Aull

Ms. Brenda Baker

Mary M. Barber

David and Sue Barkhausen

Chuck and Teresa Bartels

Mr. Michael Becker

Ms. Ann Behling

David and Cathy Bendoff

Benevity Fund

Mr. and Mrs. William Benge

Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence S. Benjamin

Ms. Sonia Beranich

Betty S. and Robert B. Frank 
Charitable Foundation

Mrs. Joyce B. Black

Barbara A. Bopp

Scott A. Bordelon

Donald F. Bouseman

Mr. and Mrs. Charles C. Bowen

William W. and Janet S. Boyd Fund 
at The Chicago Community 
Foundation

William L. and June Y. Braden

Elizabeth and James Bramsen

Ms. Kathryn Briand

Mr. and Mrs. Lew Bricker

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel G. Brouillard

Mrs. Nancy Brown

Ms. Renee Settles and  
Mr. Alwin Brunner

The Buchanan Family Foundation

Ms. Melissa Buckley

Burke Transport Service, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. James D. Burke

Barbara A. Butcher

Butler Family Foundation

Campanella & Sons, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. John P. Carobine

Lynne P. Carpenter

Mr. Bart Carroll

The Cartolano Family  
Charitable Fund

Gene and Marion Cartwright

Gary L. Castagna

Ms. Lyndsay Castaneda

Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas D. Chabraja

Bill and Kathy Chapman

Charity Navigator

Chicago Bears

Ms. Genevieve Cihlar

City of Lake Forest

Brian and Jennifer Clark

2022 Donors

Preservation Foundation donors help the Forest Preserves 
do more in every aspect of our mission. Thank you to 
those who gave $250 or more to the Foundation or the 
Forest Preserves in 2022.
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Mr. and Mrs. Keith T. Clayton

Nancy Z. Cohrs

Cole Family Charitable Fund

ComEd, an Exelon Company

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Compton

Family of Ken Cooksey

Paula and Evan Craig

Jerry and Jennifer Croft Fund

Mrs. Jennifer Crone

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce K. Crowther

Ms. Jennifer Currier

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Cutler

Mrs. Elizabeth Daliere

John B. Davis

Dr. Kristine DeCant

Mr. Jeffrey Dennis

Des Plaines River Association

Amy T. Dickinson

Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Distel

Walter Dziki and Emily Miao

Ms. Janette Eichfeld

Eriksson Engineering  
Associates, Ltd.

Elizabeth A. Everitt, Ph.D

Mr. Ryan Ewald

Ms. Barbara Fitzgerald

Flaming Bunny Enterprises

Ms. Carole Floate and  
Mr. Ken Kuehnau

Fox Waterway Agency

Ms. Amy N. Francetic and  
Dr. Jason A. Rubinstein

Mrs. Sandra L. Dabrowski and  
Mr. Johnny R. Frederick

Mrs. Roberta Frederick

Ms. Lisa P. Fremont and  
Mr. Mark J. Boyle

Ms. N. Grace Fuchs

Mrs. Justine V. Klies-Gallagher and  
Mr. Brian P. Gallagher

Christine Gaples

The Garden Club of Barrington

Michael Gautsch

Gewalt Hamilton Associates, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. John Gillett

The Gillman Family

Glenmore Woods HOA

Kenneth and Bobbie Glick  
Charitable Gift Fund

Mr. Ilya Goberman

Sarah and Bruce Gold

The Grainger Foundation

The Green Kids

Rebnord-Green Family Fund

Mr. and Ms. John F. Grillo

Douglas and Katherine Grover

Mrs. Carla Guzman

Nancy and Jon Hamill

Katherine Hamilton-Smith

Chip and Marietta Hance

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis R. Harms

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Hauser

Mari-Anne and Donald  Hechmann

Ms. Jacki Dioguardi and  
Mr. Chris Heier

Mr. and Mrs. Robert K. Heinrich

Mr. Edward Herchenbach

Ms. Leslie Herzog

Mr. and Ms. Kenneth Hessevick

Michael and Linda Hill

Ron and Mary Hodapp

Ms. Suzanne Hoeger

Ms. Carol A. Hogan and Mr. Wes Wolf

James L. Hogan

Hollister Incorporated

Ms. Pamela Holt



The Home Depot Foundation

Hull Giving Fund

Karen and William Hunter

Mr. Shaun Hunter

Ms. Anne Hunting

Vance and Carol Huntsinger

Mr. Craig Hutson

Mrs. Patricia Hyams

Grace A. Iley

Illinois Clean Energy  
Community Foundation

IDNR- Coastal Management 
Program

International Precision 
Components

Dr. Mary Jacobson and  
Dr. Ron Jacobson

Ms. Monica Jadczak

Al and Karen Johanson

Dr. Randee Johnson

Gail R. Jones

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth R. Jones

Timothy E. Kabot Charitable Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Kane

Ms. Svitlana Katsnelson

Susmitha Kilaru, Raghu Kiran 
Potluri and Tanish Potluri 

Sarah and Matt Klein

Mrs. Susan Kluge

Sara and Alex Knizhnik

Knollwood Club

Mr. and Mrs. Steve Koivisto

Mr. and Mrs. Todd F. Kolber

Mr. and Mrs. Alex T. Kovach

Ms. Nadia Kurylko

Lake County Community 
Foundation

Lake Forest Academy

Lake Forest Bank and Trust

Libertyville Bank and Trust

Mr. and Mrs. Hubert M. Lattan

William and Catherine Lauth

Mr. and Ms. Dennis Lee

Libertyville Bank & Trust

Janet and Kenneth Lichtenberger

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph D. Likover

Lincolnshire Garden Club

Ms. Susan Linde

Jill Loforte Carroll

Ms. Lois A. Lourie and  
Mr. Michael B. Gurtman

Jennifer Lucas

The Luke Harrod Hutson 
Foundation

Steve Madden

Laura and Ken Mandell

Dr. Jason Mantei

Kit Marchlewicz, Lisa Marchlewicz 
and Krista Demma

Mr. and Mrs. Sarkis P. Markarian

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Martinez

MBX Systems

Mr. and Mrs. Edward W. McCaskey Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Jefferson McMillan-
Wilhoit

Mr. Todd Meadow

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald V. Meilstrup

Mr. and Mrs. Ted D. Melnik

Robin and Saul Rosenberg

Elizabeth A. Merrick

Tom and Kathy Miceli

Mr. and Mrs. Michael I. Michaelides

Mrs. Linda Michalek

Elliot and Lynn Miller

Ms. Garnet Miller

Mr. and Mrs. Greg Miller
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Mrs. and Mrs. Laura Mills Danner

Veenu Minhas

Modestus Bauer Foundation

Andrea S. Moore

Mr. and Mrs. Dan Moore

National Association of County 
Park and Recreation Officials

The Negaunee Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. James Nerstrom

Ms. Kim Nicodemus

Mr. Thomas Noller

North Shore Gas

Northshore Iris and Daylily Society

Bill Norton and Carolyn Norton

Jack and Pat Nowak

Dr. Charles Nozicka

Karen O’Hayer

Mr. Bob Olufs

Katherine and Kevin O’Rourke

Ms. Adele Osmond

James Padgett and Rosanne Fitko

Christine H. Pado

Mr. and Mrs. Maury Pages

Mrs. Joan Palincsar

Ms. Dianne Parker

Mr. Daniel Paulsen

Mr. E. Scott Peterson and  
Ms. Judith M. Desenis

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Pfeifer

Mr. Jeffry Pickus

The PINNOW Giving Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Dana Pitel

Daniel and Koren Plata

Erin Potempa-Wall

Susan Pribyl and Grant Benjamin

Ms. Stacy Ratner

Mr. and Mrs. William J. Raymoure

Red Bird Hollow Foundation

Mr. John F. Reid

Ned and Diane Ricks

Mr. and Mrs. Todd L. Rieke

Ringa Funeral Home

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Ringa

Mr. and Mrs. Larry R. Rivkin

Rohrbach Family Foundation, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Russell W. Rose

Mr. Myron Rosenthal

Mr. Steven Safran

Yeshwant Sanzgiri and Uma Sanzgiri

Mr. and Mrs. John Schreiber

Ms. Sarah Schultz

Mr. and Mrs. Norbert Schwartz

Mr. and Mrs. Steven Schwarz

Kate Scott

Ed and Carol Sebesta

Ms. Carly Senescu

Soniya Shah Donor Advised Fund

Mark Shahaf

Ms. Kelly L. Nelson and  
Mr. Robert C. Shears

Ms. Carla Ojha and  
Mr. Ratna Shekhar

Mr. Jeffrey Siebert

Signal Hill Chapter, NSDAR

David Skaff

Ellen Smatlak

Charles and Joyce Solberg

Ms. Marguerite Solberg

Adena P. Staben

Cori Staley and Dana Comolli

Mr. Mike Steffan

Mr. and Mrs. John Steinlage

Drs. Leslie Brookfield and  
Arvey Stone

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Sublewski



Mr. and Mrs. William M. Sullivan

Mary and William Summers

Ms. Wanda Supanich and  
Mr. Dana Winter

Family and Friends of Brad Swet

Karyn and David Szaflarski

Mrs. Laurel Taylor

TE Connectivity

Mrs. Elizabeth Teich

Mrs. Helyn Teno-Novak

Ms. Karen Tharp

Dr. Brett Theusch

Tom and Bonnie Carter

Ms. Katherine M. Todd

Ms. Theresa Tolson

Victoria S. Trauscht

Mr. and Mrs. M. J. Trees

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Trobe

The Tutty Family

United National Life Insurance 
Company of America

USG Foundation, Inc.

Valent BioSciences

Ms. Celestine Van Dorpe

Vanderpoel Conservation 
Foundation

Village of Green Oaks

Joseph and Allison Villinski

Mary Vincent

Mr. and Ms. Brian Wanat

The Waynee Family

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Webster

Ms. Debra Weil

Mr. and Mrs. Bernhard R. Wendler

Mr. Greg Wendt

Dr. and Mrs. Thomas F. Willer

Allison and George Wilmes

Mr. and Mrs. Alain Wood-Prince

Mr. and Mrs. Steven N. Wynkoop

Ms. Renee A. Young

Philip J. Zack

Mr. and Mrs. Eric R. Zarnikow

Mr. John Zehren

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew J. Zych

PRESERVATION SOCIETY

The Preservation Society 
consists of individuals who 
have left a lasting legacy for 
the Forest Preserves in their 
will or estate plan.

Anonymous (11)

Robert M. Berger

Barbara A. Butcher

Elizabeth A. Everitt, PhD

Marianne Guy, Gingerwood Farms 

James L. Hogan Jr.

William and Karen Hunter

Nels and Elizabeth Leutwiler

Estate of Sanford Ramras

Tim Rehbein and Judy Weltsch

David and Grace Y. Rose Trust 

Ed and Carol Sebesta

Ella G. Studer Trust

We make every effort to ensure our donors are listed accurately. Please contact the 
Preservation Foundation at donate@LCFPD.org if you would like to change how 
your name is listed. We are only able to list donors of $250 and above in this printed 
report. For a complete list of 2022 donors, please visit LCFPD.org/donors/2022.
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Nels Leutwiler, President

Elizabeth Hough, Vice President

S. Michael Rummel, Treasurer

Andrea Moore, Secretary

Charles R. Bartels

Walter W. Dalitsch, DVM

Andrea Danks

Chris Heier

Karen Hunter

James Kirby

Alex Ty Kovach

Angelo D. Kyle

Billy McKinney

Pradip Sahu

Robert Shears

Mary M. Vincent

John Wasik

Renee Young

Executive Staff

Erika Stergos, Executive Director of 
the Preservation Foundation

FINANCE COMMITTEE

S. Michael Rummel, Chair

Charles R. Bartels

Marshall Field V.

Elizabeth Hough

Alex Ty Kovach

Steve Madden

Stephen Neaman

Chad Waynee

DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Karen Hunter, Chair

Walter Dalitsch, DVM

Max Gilman

Jefferson McMillan-Wilhoit

Yuh Schabacker-Koppel

Michael Tutty

Renee Young

Board of Directors

Design: Costello Communications, Chicago

Photography: Bob Callebert, Brandie Dunn, Tim Elliott, Liz Rose Fisher, 
John D. Kavc, Jeanna Martinucci, Kelly Schultz



35



1899 West Winchester Road 
Libertyville, Illinois 60048

donate@LCFPD.org 
847-968-3110


